Governments and the private sector are seeking to base decisionmaking in such areas as agriculture, health and water management on seasonal climate forecasts, which predict temperature and precipitation from one to nine months in advance. The problem, according to a new analysis, is that existing climate models show very little accuracy more than one month out. Even during the first month, predictions are markedly less accurate for the second half than the first. Current models simply cannot account for the chaotic nature of climate, researchers say.
